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Remarks Following a Cabinet 
Meeting 
February 4, 2008 
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*S some important objectives. One, it 
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stands our top priority is to defend ou 


country, so we fund our military, as well as 


| l ] 
fund the homeland security 


Secondly, the budget Keeps Our economy 


It’s central that we make sure that 


growing. 


8. 2008 


ve deal with the uncertainties—the eco- 
nomic uncertainties we face. And that’s why 


we're working hard with the House and the 


Senate to get a growth package out quickly 
that will put money in the hands of con- 
sumers and provide incentives to small busi- 
nesses and large businesses to invest. 

Thirdly we recognize that in order for this 
economy to grow, it’s important to make the 
tax relief permanent. And that’s what this 
budget reflects. Its a budget that boosts 
money for education and health and housing. 
It helps deal with the issue of making the 
Tax Code more fair for individuals who want 
to buy health insurance in the individual mar- 
ket 

This budget is one that keeps spending 
under control; discretionary spending is held 
to less than 1 percent. It eliminates 15] 
wasteful or bloated programs, saving the tax- 
payers $18 billion. It also takes a hard look 
at entitlement growth over the next 5 years 
and provides specific recommendations to 
save $208 billion over those 5 years. At the 
same time, the budget achieves balance by 
2012. 

This is a good, solid budget. It’s not only 
an innovative budget, in that it’s coming to 
Congress over the Internet, it’s a budget 
that’s balanced—gets to balance in 2012 and 
saves taxpayers money. 

You know, in my State of the Union, I said 
to the Congress that there’s a lot of talk about 
entitlement spending. Once again, we've pro- 
posed specific reforms and specific measures. 
And Congress needs to come up with its own 
ideas. And Congress needs to respond to 
these looming deficits as a result of unfunded 
liabilities inherent in Social Security and 
Medicare. Our budget does that. Our budget 
protects America and encourages economic 
growth. Congress needs to pass it. 

Thank you very much. 


Note: The President spoke at 10:57 a.m. in the 
Cabinet Room at the White House. 
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Executive Order 13458— 
Implementation of the Protocol 
Additional to the Agreement 
Between the United States and the 
International Atomic Energy Agency 
for the Application of Safeguards in 
the United States of America 


February 4, 2008 

By the authority vested in me as President 
by the Constitution and the laws of the 
United States of America, including the 
United States Additional Protocol Imple- 
mentation Act (the “Act”)(Public Law 109- 
401) and section 301 of title 3, United States 
Code, and in order to facilitate implementa- 
tion of the Act and the Protocol Additional 
to the Agreement between the United States 
and the International Atomic Energy Agency 
for the Application of Safeguz ards in the 
United States of America (the “Additional 
Protocol’), it is hereby ordered as follows: 

Section 1. The Secretaries of State, De- 
fense, Commerce, and Energy, the Attorney 
General, the Nuclear Re gulatory Commis- 
sion, and heads of such other agencies as ap- 
propriate, each shall issue, 
and enforce 


amend, or revise, 
such regulations, orders, direc- 
tives, instructions, or procedures as are nec- 
essary to implement the Act and United 
States obligations under the Additional Pro- 
tocol. 

Sec. 2. The Secretary of Commerce, with 
the assistance, as necessary, of the Attorney 
General, is authorized to obtain and to exe- 
cute warrants pursuant to section 223 of the 
Act for the purpose of gaining complemen- 
tary access to locations subject to regulations 
issued by the Department of Commerce pur- 
suant to section | of this order. 

Sec. 3. The Secretaries of State, Defense, 
Commerce, and Energy, the Attorney Gen- 
eral, the Nuclear Regulatory Commission, 
and heads of such other departments and 
agencies as appropriate, are 
carry out, consistent with the 


authorized to 
Act and in ac- 


cordance with subsequent directives, appro- 


priate functions that are not otherwise as- 
signed in the Act and are necessary to imple- 
ment the Act and United States obligations 
under the Additional Protocol. The Secretary 
of State shall perform the function of pro- 
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viding notifications or information to the 
Congress when required by the Act. 

Sec. 4. This order shall be implemented 
consistent with applicable law and subject to 
the availability of appropriations. 

Sec. 5. This order is not intended to, and 
does not, create any right or benefit, sub- 
stantive or procedural, enforceable at law or 
in equity, by any party against the United 
States, its de “pi artme nts, agencies, instrumen- 
talities, or entities, its officers, employees, or 
agents, or any other person. 


George W. Bush 
The White House, 
February 4, 2008. 


[Filed with the Office of the 
11:55 a.m., February 5, 2008] 


Federal Register, 


NoTE: This Executive order was released by the 
Office of the Press Secretary on February 5, and 
it was published in the Federal Register on Feb- 
ruary 6. 


Remarks Honoring the 2007 
NASCAR Nextel Cup Champion 


February 5, 2008 


The President. You know, one of the 
things I love about NASCAR is not only are 
these athletes, but they're socially 
minded folks. And Chandra and Jimmie and 
I met several times—one time at a place 
where the folks of NASCAR are putting 
something back into the community to help 
the less fortunate. In this case, it happened 
to be in a place called Victory Junction in 
North ¢ ae Sin and it was a fabulous e xperi- 
ence. And I want to thank you all very much 
for taking your fame and lending it to help 
some -body in need. It’s really what makes 
America a great place. And you're leaders on 
the track and leaders off the track. 

Jimmie Johnson. 


great 


Thank you very much. 


Norte: The President spoke at 1:09 p.m. in the 
Oval Office at the White House. In his remarks, 
he referred to NASCAR driver Jimmie Johnson 
and his wife, Chandra. 





Statement on the Appointment of 
President Jakaya Mrisho Kikwete of 
Tanzania as President of the African 
Union and Foreign Minister Jean 
Ping of Gabon as Chair of the 


15] 


The Lunar New Year also reminds us of 
the richness of Asian culture and the signifi- 
cance of its history. By preserving and shar- 
ing their heritage, Asian Americans enhance 
the American experience and contribute to 
our country’s legacy of diversity. 


Commission of the African Union 
5, 2008 
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their work or move from one role to another. 
| the processes for determining 
eligibility for access to classified information, 
Laura and I look forward to beginning our determining suitability for Federal employ- 

ay ae ae : " ment, determining eligibility to work on a 
Federal contract, and for granting access to 
federally controlled facilities and information 
systems, created for separate purposes, rely 
on similar background data. Yet the proc- 
esses for collecting and analyzing this data 
ire not sufficiently standardized or coordi- 
nated to allow for individuals to efficiently 


ter future for all Africans 





Message on the Observance of the 
Lunar New Year, 2008 
February 5, 2008 
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determinations, such reform should ensure 
that the executive branch executes these au- 
thorities within a framework that maximizes 
efficiency and effectiveness while protecting 
the information collected from unauthorized 
use or disclosure. Embedding that frame- 
work in policies, practices, and infrastructure 
will ensure that the reform effort and its ben- 
efits will continue into the future. 

Efforts toward achieving this integration 
are already underway, sponsored by the Di- 


rector of National Intelligence, Secretary of 


Defense, Director of the Office of Personnel 
Management, and the Assistant to the Presi- 
dent for National Security Affairs, and co- 


ordinated by the Director of the Office of 


Management and Budget. These efforts span 
near-term improvement opportunities up to 
a blueprint for a transformed clearance proc- 
ess. I direct that their continued close coordi- 
nation and integration produce a comprehen- 
sive reform proposal that: 

e Establishes and 
prehensive credentialing, security clear- 
ance, and suitability processes that em- 
ploy updated and consistent standards 
and methods; 


modernized com- 


To the extent consistent with applicable 
law, ensures that investigative standards 
for security clearance and suitability in- 
vestigations support and build on each 
other without requiring duplicative 
steps; 

Enables these innovations with enter- 
prise information technology capabili- 
ties that ensure the most effective and 
efficient performance across the Fed- 
eral Government: 

Updates information 
record systems and, as necessary, appli- 
cable laws and regulations, to ensure 
that information maintained by execu- 
tive departments and agencies and re- 
quired for investigation and adjudica- 
tion is available and can be shared rap- 
idly across Government, while still pro- 
tecting privacy-related information; 
Ensures that a reformed and aligned in- 
vestigative system maximizes the poten- 
tial for common ground in the adjudica- 
tion of those programs whose security 
and suitability determinations are simul- 
taneous; and, 


Government 


Feb. 5 / 


Administration of George W. Bush, 2008 


Ensures that all resulting decisions are 

in the national interest, protect national 

security, and provide the Federal Gov- 
ernment with an effective workforce. 

Under Executive Order 13381, I assigned 

to the Director of the Office of Management 

and Budget responsibility for improving the 


process for determining eligibility for access 


to classified national security information. 
Under Executive Orders 10450 and 10577, 
as amended, and related statutory authori- 
ties, the Office of Personnel Management is 
assigned various responsibilities related to 
personnel security investigations and_ suit- 
ability. These and all other current executive 
orders However, 
ommendations may be made to align or oth- 
erwise alter policies and procedures to en- 


remain in force. rec- 


sure the effective, efficient, and timely inves- 
tigation and adjudication of security clear- 
ances and suitability for employment for all 
personnel performing work for or on behalf 
of the Federal Government. 

I hereby direct the Director of the Office 
of Management and Budget, the Director of 
the Office of Personnel Management, the As- 
sistant to the President for National Security 
Affairs, the Director of National Intelligence, 
and the Secretary of Defense, to submit .o 
the President an initial reform proposal not 
later than April 30, 2008, that includes, as 
necessary, proposed executive and legislative 
actions to achieve the goals of reform de- 
scribed above. This proposal should be fol- 
lowed promptly by any additional proposals 
this group believes necessary to fulfill its mis- 
sion. 

Nothing in this memorandum alters or im- 
pedes the ability to carry out the authorities 
of the executive departments and agencies 
to perform their responsibilities under exist- 
ing law, including, but not limited to, the au- 
thority of the Director of the Office of Per- 
sonnel Management under 5 U.S.C. 
1103(a)(7) to recommend executive orders 
amending the civil service rules governing 
suitability for employment in the competitive 
service and the excepted service of the 
United States, and the authority of the Assist- 
ant Attorney General, Office of Legal Coun- 
sel, Department of Justice, under 28 C.F.R. 
0.25(b) to draft, revise, and advise as to the 
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Notice—Continuation of the 
National Emergency Blocking 
Property of Certain Persons 
Contributing to the Conflict in Cote 
d’Ivoire 
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[his notice shall be published in the Fed- 
| Register and transmitted to the Con- 


ress 


George W. Bush 


The White House 
February 5, 2008. 


ice of the Federal Register, 


Filed with the Office 
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Letter to Congressional Leaders on 
Continuation of the National 
Emergency Blocking Property of 
Certain Persons Contributing to the 
Conflict in Cote d’Ivoire 

February 5, 2008 


Dear Madam Spe aker: 
President 
section 


sencies Act 


Dear Mr. 


202(d) of the National Emer- 

50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides for 
the automatic termination of a national emer- 
gency unless prior to the anniversary date 


of its declaration, the President publishes in 
the Federal Register and transmits to the 
Congress a notice stating that the emergency 
is to continue in effect beyond the anniver- 
sary date. In accordance with this provision, 
| have sent the enclosed notice to the Federal 
Register for publication, stating that the na- 
y and related measures 
ocking the property of certain persons con- 
tributing to the conflict in Cote d’Ivoire are 


] ynal 


( emergency 
] 


) 


Tt 
b 
to continue in effect beyond February 7, 
2008 

In March 2007, the Ougadougou Political 
Agreement was signed by the two primary 
protagonists in Cote d’Ivoire’s conflict. Al- 
though considerable progress has been made 
in implementing this agreement, the situa- 
tion in or in relation to Cote d'Ivoire poses 
» continuing unusual and extraordinary 
threat to the national security and foreign 
policy of the United States. 

For these reasons, I have determined that 
it is necessary to continue the national emer- 
gency and related measures blocking the 
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property of certain persons contributing to 
the conflict in Cote d'Ivoire. 
Sincerely, 


George W. Bush 
Norte: Identical letters were sent to Nancy Pelosi, 


Speaker of the House of Representatives, and 
Richard B. Cheney, President of the Senate. 


Remarks at a Swearing-In Ceremony 
for Edward T. Schafer as Secretary of 
Agriculture 

February 6, 2008 


Thanks for the warm welcome. Before we 
begin the ceremony today, we tur our 
thoughts to those suffering from yesterday's 
tornadoes. 

This was a bad storm that affected a lot 
of people in a variety of States. Our adminis- 
tration is reaching out to State officials. I just 
called the Governors of the affected States. 
I wanted them to know that this Government 
will help them. But more importantly, | 
wanted them to ke able to tell the people 
in their States that the American people hold 
them up and—hold those who suffer up in 
prayer. Loss of life, a lot of loss of property— 
prayers can help, and so can the 
ment. 


Govern- 
And so today before we begin this im- 
portant ceremony, I do want the people in 
those States to know the American people 
are standing with them. 

It’s good to be back here at the Depart- 
ment of Agriculture. | am—I first want to 
say how much I appreciate the hard and good 
work the people in this Department do on 
behalf of the American people. 

I'm also pleased to witness the swearing- 
in of an outstanding public servant, the new 
leader for this Department, Secretary Ed 
Schafer. I welcome Ed’s wife, Nancy, and 
all their family members. [Laughter] They 
got four children and eight grandchildren, 
which means he’s got valuable experience 
when it comes to the food supply. [Laughter] 
I know Ed’s family is proud of him, as am 
I, and I congratulate him on taking his place 
as pie 29th Secretary of Agriculture. 

I appreciate the 1 members of my Cabinet 
who have joined us. Thanks for coming. I 
very much enaien the Members of the 


Feb. 5 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2008 


Senate and the House who are here, and | 
know the Secretary does as well: Senator 
Harkin, Senator Chambliss. These men hap- 
pen to be the ranking member of the—chair- 
man and ranking member of the agricultural 
committee in the Senate. I appreciate Colin 
Peterson, chairman of the House Agriculture 
Committee, and I want to thank the other 
Members here as well. I appreciate very 
much the fact that John Block, former Sec- 
retary of Agriculture, has taken time to join 
us. Secre tary, thanks for coming. 

The roots of this Department stretch back 
to the Presidency of Abraham Lincoln. In 
1862, President Lincoln established the first 
Federal Agency devoted to agriculture, and 
he called it “the people’s department.” Near- 
ly a century-and-a-half later, the USDA can 
still be called “the people’s department.” 
With your nutrition programs and your sup- 
port for farmers and ranchers, you help en- 
sure that our people are he althy and well- 
fed. With your food safety measures, you give 
peace of mind to families America. 
With your conservation efforts, you help pre- 


across 


serve our natural resources. 

Secretary Schafer is going to be a strong 
and effective leader in all these areas. I know 
him well; we’re members of the ex-Gov- 
ernors club. |Laughter| He’s a fellow you can 
trust. He’s a skilled manager who knows how 
to focus and get results. Among his many 
other distinctions, he is the first North Dako- 
tan to run this Department. 

He had an interesting first night on the 


job; he spent it in the House Chamber listen- 


the State of the Union Ad- 
dress. [Laughter] I can report that he didn’t 
go to sleep—|/aughter|—and applauded just 
at the right times. | Laughter] 


ing to me give 


Our priorities for this Department are 
clear. We will work to make our strong agri- 
cultural even stronger. Ed under- 
stands what I know: It makes a lot of sense 
to make sure that we can grow our own food. 
It’s in our national security interest that we're 
self-sufficient in food. Farm income, farm 
equity, and farm exports have reached all- 
time records. The best way to keep the ag 
econaiay growing is to open up new markets 
for America’s crops and farm products 
around the world. 


sector 
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know he’s enjoying his time in Nebraska; I 
hope he’ll be back soon. | Laughter] 

There’s my mind that Ed 
Schafer and the good men and women in 
this Department can build on these achieve- 
ments. I thank him and his family for answer- 
ing the call to public service once again. | 


no doubt in 


know he’s going to do a fine job here in “the 
people’s department.” Congratulations, my 
re 

mend 


And now I ask Deputy Secretary Conner 
to administer the oath 


NotI 
Department of 


by the 


The President spoke at 11:07 a.m. at the 
Agriculture. The transcript re- 
Office of the Press Secretary also 
included the remarks of Secretary Schafer. 


] 
eased 


Remarks Honoring the 2007 Stanley 
Cup Champion Anaheim Ducks 
February 6, 2008 


Thank you all. Thanks for coming. Please 
be seated. Welcome to the White House. 
We're glad you're here. Like, have you no- 
ticed a lot of security around here? It’s be- 
cause the Vice President heard there were 
some Ducks around. [Laughter] 

These Ducks are awfully mighty. It’s such 
in honor to welcome you. I love welcoming 
champs to the White House, and these are 
clearly great champs. You know, the playoffs 
have got to be tough at that time of year, 
after you've played so long and your legs are 
1 little tired—except you romped through 
the playoffs. I don’t know if many Americans 
understand that, but this team went 16-5 
through the first four rounds, became the 
first west coast team in the NHL to win the 
Stanley Cup. And that’s a big deal. 

And so it’s my honor to welcome you to 
the White House. Glad you're here. I do 
want to welcome the owner, Henry Samueli; 
appreciate you coming. Thanks for bringing 
the girls. I had the privilege of being in pro 
sports as a baseball owner. I never had the 
chance to come to the White House as a 
baseball owner. [Laughter] I had a little trou- 
ble on the division crowns as a_ baseball 
owner. [Laughter] But I understand what a 
joy it must be to represent an ownership 
group, to watch a team you care about win 


to) 


he Stanley Cup, and win any championship. 
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So we're glad you came. 
Henry. 

Michael Schulman is the CEO; 
you're here, Mike—Brian Burke, 
manager. I really want to say 
about Randy Carlyle, 
to be hard to be 
athletes. 
newspaper? 


Thanks for coming, 


I'm glad 
the general 
something 
It’s got 
a head coach of such great 


the head coach. 


I don’t know if you’re ever in the 
Yes. I know feel 
[Laughter] But I'm proud to have you here 

Scott Niedermayer is the MVP. I tend not 
to try to single out a player, but nevertheless, 
when you have an MV P in your midst, I’m 
proud to recognize you; gl: id you're here. I 
do want to welcome the commissioner Mr. 
Commissioner, thanks for coming 
the first time we've been together like this; 
it will probably be the last like this. [Laugh- 
ter| But I know you ‘ll keep coming back to 
the White House to promote the champs in 
a sport you love. 

I want to thank the 
my friend Curt Pringle. Thanks for coming, 
Mr. Mayor. a big deal when the 
Ducks win the Stanley Cup for the people 
of Anaheim, and 
he re. 


how you 


This isn’t 


mavor of Anaheim, 


t must be 
I'm honored that you’re 
I also want to welcome Congressman 
thanks for coming; 
ciate you being here. 


Eddy Rowe Ed, appre- 
, we welcome 
all the players, all the personnel, all the fans. 

And how about the Northern Virginia Ice 
Dog Mites hockey Dogs— 
(laughte r|—are Ducks. 
[Laughter] I bet you guys want to be Stanley 
Cup champs some day too, don’t you? Well, 
here they are; to see what 
they look like. I bet you they would tell you 
that in order to be a Stanley ( up champ, 
you have to work hard and skate hard and 
make right choices in life, just like these folks 
did that are standing up here with me. 

The Stanley Cup was awarded 115 years 


Of course 


team? The Ice 
here to see the 


you got a chance 


ago, which makes it the oldest trophy in pro- 
fessional sports. The Cup bears the names 
of not only the teams that won it but more 
than 2,000 names of the individuals who have 
raised the C up in victory. And these men be- 
hind me now have their name on the Cup. 


The interesting thing about the Stanley 


Cup, it’s the only professional sports trophy 
that every player on the championship team 


gets to take home for a day. This Cup has 


been to some odd places. [I Laughter] For ex- 
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ample, it went to Elvis’s place in Memphis, 
Graceland. [Laughter] It has taken a turn on 
the Indianapolis Motor Speedway. It has 
seen the inside of an igloo and a New York 
City jail. [Laughter] It stood next to a giant 
statue of Lenin and a 55-foot Jolly Green 
Giant in Blue Earth, Minnesota. The Cup 
has been to countless bars 
across the world, 


and nightclubs 
and I’m sure 
pleased the Cup 


some of the 
players are can’t talk. 
| Laughter} 

Last year, the Cup made its first visit to 
a combat zone. Nineteen players—former 
NHL players took this cup to Kandahar Air 
Base in Afghanistan for a ball-hockey game 
with Canadian and American troops. I prom- 
ise you, our troops were thrilled to see the 
Cup. And whoever thought of it, I thank you 
from the bottom of my heart for supporting 
those kids. 

The Anaheim Ducks also took the Cup on 
many adventures, traveling with it to Canada, 
Sweden, Finland, and England. Chris 
Pronger Todd Marchant each took it 
home to use it as a cereal bowl for the kids— 
[laughter|—pretty hungry kids. Sean 
O’Donnell filled it with dog food so that his 

Lab, Buddy, could eat from it. You know, 
I was wondering why Barney and my dogs 
took such a liking to the Stz anley 
| Laughter| 

Ducks players have used their time to help 
lift the lives of others. This is what I’m par- 
ticularly grateful for. The Ducks took the 
Cup to the Mattel Children’s Hospital 
UCLA and the Children’s Hospital in Orange 
County, where it brought joy to somebody 
who is suffering. 
tastic somebody's face 
light up who was having a pretty tough B0 
in life, and I want to thank you for that. 
appreciate the fact that you took the C ms 
to the Orangewood Children’s Foundation, 
where it helped raise the spirits of those who 


and 


Cup. 


That must have been a fan- 
experience, to see 


have been—who are victims of abuse and ne- 
glect. 

Several Ducks took the Cup for a visit to 
our wounded warriors at Camp Pendleton. 
The general manager, Brian Burke, said this: 
“This is the most special moment I’ve had 
with the Cup—not being with my family, not 
being with my friends, but being at Camp 

Pendleton.” He knows what I know: The 
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Notice—Continuation of the 
National Emergency Relating to 
Cuba and of the Emergency 
Authority Relating to the Regulation 
of the Anchorage and Movement of 
Vessels 


February 6, 2008 


On March 1, 1996, by Proclamation 6867, 

1 national emergency was declared to address 
the disturbance or threatened disturbance of 
nternational relations caused by the Feb- 
lary 24, 1996, destruction by the Cuban 
rment of two unarmed U.S.-registered 
aircraft in international airspace 

of Cuba. In July 1996 and on subse- 
quent occasions, the Cuban government stat- 
d its intent to forcefully defend its sov- 
ereignty against any U.S.-registered vessels 
or aircraft that might enter Cuban territorial 
waters or airspace while involved in a flotilla 
or pe aceful protest. Since these events, the 
uban government has not demonstrated 
that it will refrain from the future use of reck- 
less and excessive force against U.S. vessels 
or aircraft that may engage in memorial ac- 
tivities or peaceful protest north of Cuba. On 
February 26, 2004, by Proclamation 7757, 


1 C yl . . ocean 
the scope of the national emergency was ex- 


panded in order to deny monetary and mate- 


ial support to the repressive Cuban govern- 
nent, which had taken a series of steps to 
destabilize relations with the United States, 
including threatening to abrogate the Migra- 
tion Accords with the United States and to 
close the United States Interests Section. 
Further, Cuba’s most senior officials repeat- 
edly asserted that the United States intended 
to invade Cuba, despite explicit denials from 
the U.S. Secretaries of State and Defense 
that such action is planned. Therefore, in ac- 
cordance with section 202(d) of the National 
Emergencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)), I am 
continuing the national emergency with re- 
spect to Cuba and the emergency authority 
relating to the regulation of the anchorage 
and movement of vessels set out in Proclama- 
tion 6867 as amended and expanded by Proc- 


lamation 7757. 
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This notice shall be published in the Fed- 
eral Register and transmitted to the Con- 


gress. 


George W. Bush 


The White House, 
February 6, 2008. 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
11:19 a.m., February 6, 2008 


Note: This notice was released by the Office of 
the Press Secretary on February 7, and it was pub- 
lished in the Federal Register on February 7 


Message to the Congress on 
Continuation of the National 
Emergency Relating to Cuba and of 
the Emergency Authority Relating to 
the Regulation of the Anchorage and 
Movement of Vessels 

February 6, 2008 


To the Congress of the United States: 

Section 202(d) of the National 
gencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d provides for 
the automatic termination of a national emer- 
gency unless, prior to the anniversary date 
of its declaration, the President publishes in 
the Federal Register and transmits to the 
Congress a notice stating that the emergency 
is to continue in effect beyond the anniver- 
sary date. In accordance with this provision, 
[ have sent the enclosed notice to the Federal 
Register for publication, which states that the 
national emergency declared with respect to 
the Government of Cuba’s destruction of two 
unarmed U.S.-registered civilian aircraft in 
international airspace north of Cuba on Feb- 
ruary 24, 1996, as amended and expanded 
on February 26, 2004, is to continue in effect 
beyond March 1, 2008. 


Emer- 


George W. Bush 
The White House, 
February 6, 2008. 


NoTE: This message was released by the Office 
of the Press Secretary on February rj 
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Message to the Senate Transmitting 
the International Convention 
Against Doping in Sport 


February 6, 2008 


To the Senate of the United States: 


With a view to receiving the advice and 
consent of the Senate to ratification, I trans- 
mit herewith the International Convention 
Against Doping in Sport, adopted by the 
United Nations Educational, Scientific, and 
Cultural Organization on October 19, 2005. 

The United States supported the develop- 
ment of the Convention as a means to ensure 
equitable and effective application and pro- 
motion of anti-doping controls in inter- 
national competition. The Convention will 
help to advance international cooperation on 
and promotion of international doping con- 
trol efforts, and will help to protect the integ- 
rity and spirit of sport by supporting efforts 
to ensure a fair and doping-free environment 
for athletes. 

The International Olympic Movement has 
been supportive of the promotion and adop- 
tion of this Convention by the international 
community. Ratification by the United States 
will demonstrate the United States’ long- 
standing commitment to the development of 
international anti-doping controls and _ its 
commitment to apply and facilitate the appli- 
cation of appropriate anti-doping controls 
during international competitions held in the 
United States. Ratification will also ensure 
that the United States will continue to re- 
main eligible to host international competi- 
tions. The Convention does not cover U.S. 
sports leagues. 

I recommend that the Senate give prompt 
and favorable consideration to the Conven- 
tion and give its advice and consent to ratifi- 
cation. 


George W. Bush 


The White House, 
February 6, 2008. 


NoTE: This message was released by the Office 
of the Press Secretary on February 7. 








iemarks at the National Prayer 
Breakfast 


2005 
The President. G 


Senator Kenneth I 
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Laughte1 
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pac k to work. 
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with the members of the 

| States military. I thank the State and 
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and Debbie They re long- 
ime friends of our family. Thank you for 


Judge, I’m not 
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lending your beautiful voice 


going to hold the Texas thing against you. 
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Laughter 


Every President since Dwight Eisenhower 
has attended the National Prayer Breakfast, 
und I am really proud to carry on this tradi- 
tion. It’s an important tradition, and I’m con- 
fident Presidents who follow me will do the 
same. The people in this room come from 
many different walks of faith, yet we share 
one clear conviction: We believe that the Al- 

iighty hears our prayers and answers those 
vho seek Him. That’s what we believe; oth- 
‘rwise, why come? Through the miracle of 


raver, we believe He listens—if we listen 


to His voice and seek our presence—His 
presence in our lives, our hearts will change. 
And in 


in ways that we cou 


so doing, in seeking God, we grow 
ld never imagine. 

In prayer, we in gratitude and 
thanksgiving. When we spend time with the 
Almighty, we realize how much He has be- 
stowed upon us, and our hearts are filled with 
joy. We give thanks for our families. We give 


grow 


thanks for the parents who raised us. We give 
thanks for the patient souls who married us 
ind the children who make us proud each 
day. We give thanks for our liberty and the 
universal desire for freedom that He has 
written in every human heart. We give thanks 
for the God who made us in His image and 
redeemed us in His love. 

In prayer, we grow in meekness and hu- 
mility. By approaching our Maker on bended 
knee, we acknowledge our complete depend- 
ence on Him. We recognize that we have 
nothing to offer God that He does not al- 
ready have, except our love. So we offer Him 
that love and ask for the grace to discern 
His will. We ask Him to remain near to us 
at all times. We ask Him to help us lead lives 
that are pleasing to Him. We discover that 
by surrendering our lives to the Almighty, 
we are strengthened, refreshed, and ready 
for all that may come. 

In prayer, we also grow in boldness and 
courage. The more time we spend with God, 
the more we see that He is not a distant king, 
but a loving Father. Inspired by this con- 
fidence, we approach Him with bold re- 
quests. We ask Him to heal the sick and com- 
fort the dying and sustain those who care fer 
them. We ask Him to bring solace to the vic- 
tims of tragedy and help to those suffering 
from addiction and adversity. We ask him to 
strengthen our families and to protect the 
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innocent and vulnerable in our country. We 
ask Him to protect our Nation from those 
who wish us harm and watch over all who’ve 
stepped forward to defend us. We ask Him 
to bring about the day when His peace shall 
reign across the world and every tear shall 
be wiped away. 

In prayer, we grow in mercy and compas- 
sion. We are reminded in prayer that we are 
all fallen creatures in need of mercy. And 
in seeking God's mercy, we grow in mercy 
ourselves. Experiencing the presence of God 
transforms our hearts. And the more we seek 
His presence, the more we feel the tug at 
our souls to reach out to the poor and the 
hungry, the elderly and the infirm. When we 
answer God's call to love a neighbor as our- 
selves, we enter into a deeper friendship with 
our fellow man and a deeper relationship 
with our eternal Father. 

I believe in the power of prayer because 
I have felt it in my own life. Prayer has 
strengthened me in times of personal chal- 
lenge. It has helped me meet the challenges 
of the Presidency. I understand now clearly 
the story of the calm in the rough seas. And 
so at this final prayer breakfast as your Presi- 
dent, I thank you for your prayers, and I 
thank our people all across America for their 
prayers. And I ask you not to stop in the 
year ahead. We have so much work to do 
for our country, and with the help of the Al- 
mighty, we will build a freer world and a 
safer, more hopeful, more noble America. 

God bless 


Note: The President spoke at 9:16 a.m. at the 
Hilton Washington Hotel. In his remarks, he re- 
ferred to Adm. Michael G. Mullen, USN, Chair- 
man, Joint Chiefs of Staff; Edward “Ward” 
Brehm, Chairman of the Board of Directors, 
United States African Development Foundation; 
Michael W. Smith and his wife, 
Debbie; and Carlos F. Lucero, U.S. Circuit Judge 
for the Tenth Circuit Court of Appeals 


entertainer 


Remarks on Nominations Awaiting 
Senate Confirmation 


February 7, 2008 
Thank you all. Please be seated. Thanks 


for coming. I appreciate you being here in 
a timely fashion. After all, Washington traffic 
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is famous for making people late. These days, 
it seems the worst delays, however, are in 
the committee rooms of the United States 
Senate. 

Many of the nominees for important Gov- 
ernment posts have been waiting for Senate 
confirmation for way too long. Some of these 
men and women here—are with us today, 
and I want to thank you all for joining me. 
More importantly, I thank you for your will- 
ingness to step forward to serve our great 
country. These folks are qualified, and the 
Senate needs to give them a prompt vote. 

I appreciate very much Members of the 
Senate who have joined us. These are good, 


strong leaders, people who share the same 


spirit about the need to get confirmation 
done quickly, starting with the Senate minor- 
ity leader, Mitch McConnell. I appreciate 
Arlen Specter joining us. You might remem- 
ber Arlen that when—Arlen was the man, 
when I named two nominees for the Su- 
preme Court, did a fantastic job of getting 
those nominees out of the Judiciary Com- 
mittee and onto the floor of the Senate. And 
he had good help from Orrin Hatch, his 
friend and member of the Judiciary Com- 
mittee. 

I'm also here with some of the younger 
stars—not to call you guys old—but some of 
the younger stars—|laughter|—of the Sen- 
ate: Richard Burr from North Carolina, 
Lindsey Graham from South Carolina, and 
Jim DeMint from South Carolina. Thank you 
all for coming. Appreciate you guys being 
here. 

I thank y administration 
joining us. Steve, thanks for being here. 
Chief of Staff Bolten, I appreciate you being 
here. And thank you all for coming. 


members of my 


As President, I have a constitutional re- 
sponsibility to nominate qualified men and 
women for public office. That’s my responsi- 
bility. I take it very seriously. I have nomi- 
nated skilled and faithful public servants to 
lead Federal Agencies and sit on the Federal 
bench. The Constitution also gives Senators 
an important responsibility. They must pro- 
vide advice and consent by voting up or down 
on these nominees. Unfortunately, the Sen- 
ate is not fulfilling its duty. 
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The three-member Council of Economic 
Advisers is down to one person which makes 
Laughter| One 
( nominees for the Council withdrew 
his name after 6 months of waiting without 
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receiving so much as a hearing. My other 
nominee continues to wait after 7 months of 
delay. At a time of important decisions for 
economy, it is irresponsible for the 
United States Senate to leave these positions 
unfulfilled. 

One of the most important institutions for 
the American economy is the Federal Re- 
serve. The Fed decides monetary policy, and 
it sets key interest rates that have an impact 
on homeowners and businesses across our 


oul 


country. Yet the Senate is delaying confirma- 
tion of three highly qualified nominees for 
the Fed’s Board of Governors. I nominated 
these individuals nearly 9 months ago. They 
have valuable experience and skills, and the 
Senate needs to confirm them as soon as pos- 
sible 

The 
who will help address issues of public safety. 
The Federal Aviation Administration plays a 
vital role in keeping air travelers safe. Yet 
the Senate has failed to act on my nominee 
to head this Agency. In October, I nominated 
Bobby Sturgell to lead the FAA. Bobby has 
nearly 20 years of cockpit experience from 
his time as a Navy fighter pilot, Top Gun 
instructor, and commercial airline pilot. He 
is committed to addressing problems that 
have caused airline delays, and he has good 
experience and the skills necessary to get the 
job done. 


Senate also must confirm nominees 


I appreciate the Senate commerce com- 
mittee giving Bobby a hearing today. I urge 
the Senators to put aside politics and confirm 
this good man to office. It’s important for 
the country that he be confirmed. If they 
don’t like him, vote him down, but at least 
give him a vote as soon as possible. 

The Senate has also failed to act on my 
nominations for the Federal Mine Safety and 
Health Review Commission. As a result of 
the Senate’s ongoing delays, this body can 
no longer decide cases because it has more 
vacancies than members. Two of my nomi- 
nees for the Commission have gone more 
than a year without even receiving a con- 
firmation hearing. The American people 
have not forgotten the recent mining trage- 
dies in Kentucky and West Virginia and 
Utah, and they expect this Commission to 
have enough members to issue decisions on 
mine safety. 
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The Senate must also confirm nominees 
who will help protect America’s national se- 
curity. In this time of war, we need a strong 
Department of Justice. Yet the Senate has 
not voted on seven nominations for senior 
leadership positions at the Department. I re- 
member being criticized for having too many 
vacancies at the Justice Department. We 
ste pped up. We sent good names up, and 
now it’s time for those critics to act 

One of the vacancies is for Deputy Attor- 
ney General. The Deputy Attorney General 
he ‘Ips lead efforts to detect and prevent ter- 
rorist attacks here at home. I’ve 
outstanding nominee for this position, Judge 
Mark Filip. I’m sorry that he’s not here. He’s 
dealing with a matter. This 
former prosecutor has earned a reputation 
for being fairminded and dedicated. 

Several years ago, the Senate 
him unanimously for a lifetime position on 
the Federal bench. In other words, this isn’t 
the first time he’s gone through a confirma- 
tion process. If the Senate 
good man for a lifetime 
son the Senate 


selected an 
serious family) 


confirmed 


can confirm this 
post, there’s no rea- 
cannot confirm him to spend 
the next year protecting the American peo- 
ple. Yet one Senator has placed a hold on 
this nomination because of an issue that has 
nothing to do with the judge. 
ceptable. Senators need to base their deci- 
sions on the judge’s qualifications for the job; 
they need to bring this nomination to the 
floor for a vote; and they need to confirm 


This is unac- 


this good man. 

As Senators confirm these nominees, they 
also must confirm judges to the Federal 
bench. I’ve nominated good men and women 
who will rule by the letter of the law, not 
the whim of the gavel. I thank the Senators 
on both sides of the aisle, like Mitch McCon- 
nell, Jon Kyl and Arlen and Dianne Feinstein 
and Thad Cochran, for helping confirm fine 
judges like Leslie Southwick. 

Unfortunately, some of their colleagues 
continue to delay votes for 28 of my other 
nominees. The Senate has sat on these nomi- 
nations to the court of appeals for nearly 600 
days. And in some cases, the Senate has im- 
posed a new and extra constitutional standard 
where nominees who have the support of the 
majority of the Senate can be blocked by a 


minority of obstructionists. As a result, some 
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judgeships can go unfulfilled for years and 
justice can be delayed for the American peo- 


ple. 

Our courts should render swift decisions. 
That’s what we expect, and so should the 
United States Senate. 
would fill urgent vacancies on courts that are 
understaffed and overworked. 


Many of my nominees 


I've sent the 
Senate three nominees to relieve such a situ- 
ation on the Fourth Circuit Court of Appeals. 
Bob Conrad and Steve Matthews and Rod 
Rosenstein are with us today. These are my 
nominees. They are accomplished members 
of the y. They will be out- 
standing members of this court. Yet the Sen- 


This 


legal community. 


ate has not acted on their nominations. 
delay is irresponsible. It undermines the 
And the United States Sen- 
ate needs to bring every one of my judicial 


cause of justice. 


nominations to the floor for an up-or-down 
vote. 

When men and women agree to serve in 
public office, we should treat them with re- 
spect and dignity. When the Senate fails to 
do this, it leaves important positions in our 
Government vacant for months at a time, and 
it makes it harder for future Presidents to 
be able to attract good people to serve the 
United States of America. 


We've got to—I'm really grateful for the 


many talented and dedicated and patriotic 
men and women who have answered the call 


y call to the United 
States Senate is this: Rise to your responsibil- 
ities; give these 


to service. And now my 


nominees the vote they de- 
serve; and confirm them as soon as possible. 
Thank you for coming. 


Note: The President spoke at 10:50 a.m. in the 
East Room at the White House. 


Remarks on Signing the Executive 
Order to Improve the Coordination 
and Effectiveness of Youth Programs 


February 7, 2008 
Thank you all. Thanks. Please be seated. 


Thank you for joining Laura and me. I’ve 
got two jobs. One is I’m going to sign an 
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their efforts and set high st undards. A lot of 

times in government we don’t do a very good 
; 1 

iob of measuring, and so the idea is to set 


standards and to coordinate, but the idea is 
also to empower those who are on the 
frontlines of saving live ‘ 

I like tO Say, government Is not reé ally ibout 


LOVE There may be lov g pr ople in govern 


ment, but government itself is laws and jus 
tice. Love is found in the hearts of our citi- 
zens who are in the ni ighborhoods 

And so the Executive order I’m going to 
sign is to—all aimed at kind of leaving behind 
a structure so that whoever is lucky enough 
will sce a blue- 


rint on how to he p eally people realize 


to follow me 


1 
} 
i 

t 


) 


1e great promise of the country 
I believe we solve—save souls one person 


at a time. And I like to remind our fellow 
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citizens, while one person can’t save every 
soul, one person can save a soul. And it’s that 
cumulative effort of love and compassion and 
work that will define a hopeful future. And 
somebody who shares that same passion 
about recognizing the true strength of Amer- 
ica lies in the hearts and souls of our citizens 
and someone who cares deeply about making 
sure the young in America have a bright fu- 
ture is our speaker, my wife, the First Lady, 


Laura Bush. 


\t this point, the First Lady spoke, then a 
video was watched, and the President signed 
the Executive order. | 
Note: The President spoke at 2:54 p.m. in the 
East Room at the White House. In his remarks, 
he referred to Executive Order 13459. The tran- 
cript released by the Office of the Press Secretary 
ilso included the remarks of the First Lady. 


Executive Order 13459—Improving 
the Coordination and Effectiveness 
of Youth Programs 

February 7, 2008 


By the authority vested in me as President 
by the Constitution and the laws of the 
United States of America, and in recognition 
of the successful interagency collaboration 
resulting from the Helping America’s Youth 
initiative, it is hereby ordered as follows: 

Section 1. Policy. It is the policy of the 
Federal Government to promote achieve- 
ment of positive results for at-risk youth 
through: 

a) enhanced collaboration among govern- 
ment organizations at the Federal, State, and 
local level, including with faith-based and 
other community organizations, as well as 
among families, schools, and communities, in 
order to leverage existing resources and im- 
prove outcomes; 

b) identification and dissemination of 
promising strategies and practices that have 
been proven effective through rigorous eval- 
uation; and 

c) online publication of essential informa- 
tion to assist interested citizens and decision- 
makers, particularly at the community level, 
to plan, implement, and participate in effec- 
tive programs for at-risk youth. 
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Sec. 2. Establishment of the Interagency 
Working Group on Youth Programs. The 
Secretary of Health and Human Services 
(Secretary) shall establish within the Depart- 
ment of Health and Human Services for ad- 
ministrative purposes only, an Interagency 
Working Group on Youth Programs (Work- 
ing Group), consistent with this order and 
reflecting the ongoing interagency collabora- 
tion under the Helping America’s Youth ini- 
tiative. 

Sec. 3. Membership and Operation of the 
Working Group. 

(a) The Working Group shall consist exclu- 
sively of the following members or their des- 
ignees, who shall be full-time Federal offi- 
cers or employees: 

(i) the Secretary; 

(ii) the Attorney General: 

(iii) the Secretaries of Defense, the Inte- 
rior, Agriculture, Labor, 
Housing and Urban Development, 
and Education; 

) the Director of the Office of National 
Drug Control Policy; 

) the Chief Executive Officer of the 
Corporation for National and Com- 
munity Service; and 

i) other officers or full-time or perma- 
nent part-time employees of the 
United States, as determined by the 
Secretary, with the 
the head of the department or agency 
concerned. 

(b) The Secretary (or the Secretary's des- 
ignee) shall serve as Chair, and the Attorney 
General (or the Attorney General's designee) 
shall serve as Vice Chair, for a period of 2 
years from the date of this order. Subsequent 
Chairs and Vice Chairs shall be designated 
by the Secretary on a biennial basis. 

(c) In imple menting this section, the 
Chair, and in the Chair’s absence the Vice 
Chair, shall convene and preside at meetings 
of the Working Group, determine its agenda, 
direct its work, and establish and direct sub- 
groups of the Working Group, as appro- 
priate, to deal with particul: ur subject matters, 


Commerce, 


that shall consist exclusively of members of 


the Working Group or their designees. The 
Chair, after consultation with the Vice Chair, 
shall designate an officer or employee of one 
of the member departments or agencies to 
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serve as the Executive Secretary of the Work- 
ing Group. The Secretary shall 
y_ staff Working 
Group and any subgroups thereof, and such 
staff shall consist exclusively of full-time or 
permanent part-time Federal employees. 

Sec. 4. Functions of the Working Group. 
Consistent with the policy set forth in section 
| of this order, the Working Group shall: 


Executive 


head any assigned to the 


(a) identify and engage key government 
and private or nonprofit organizations that 
can play a role in improving the coordination 
and effectiveness of programs serving and 
engaging youth, such as faith-based and other 
community organizations, businesses, volun- 
teers, and other key constituencies; 


(b) develop a new Federal website on 
youth, built upon the Community Guide to 
He lping America’s Youth, with the first phase 
of this website to be launched within 10 
months of the date of this order, by: 

(i) identifying and 
strengths and weaknesses of existing 
Federal websites focusing on youth- 
serving entities in order to improve 


assessing the 


access to the most useful content: 
providing for training to youth-serv- 
ing entities to enable effective use of 
the Federal website; 

) developing additional strategies and 
tools and accessible 
through the Federal website that will 
help promote effective community- 
based efforts to reduce the factors 
that put youth at risk and the provi- 
sion of high-quality services to at-risk 
youth across the country; and 
) de ve loping strategies to ensure that 
the Federal website is routine ‘ly up- 
dated, improved, and publicized; 


resources 


(c) encourage all youth-serving Federal 
and State agencies, communities, grantees, 
and organizations to adopt high standards for 
assessing program results, including through 
the use of rigorous impact evaluations, as ap- 
propriate, so that the most effective practices 
can be identified and replicated, and ineffec- 
tive or duplicative programs can be elimi- 
nated « or reformed: 

(d)(i) identify and promote initiatives and 
Proved s that merit strong interagency col- 
laboration because of their potential to offer 
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ers, employees, or agents, or any other per- 
son 
George W. Bush 


Che White House, 
February 7. 2008. 


Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
8:45 a.m., February 11, 2008] 


This Executive order will be published in 
Federal Register on Februz ry 12. 


Statement on Senate Action on 
Economic Growth Legislation 
February 7, 2008 


Two weeks ago, my administration reached 
in agreement with Speaker Pelosi and Lead- 

Boehner on a short-term economic growth 
package that would quickly put money into 
the hands of the American people and pro- 
vide our economy the boost it needs. Tod: ly 
the Senate amended that bill in ways I can 
support 

This plan is robust, broad-based, timely, 
ind it will be effective. This bill will he ‘Ip 
to sdeieions consumer spending and accel- 
erate needed business investment. 

This economic growth package is an exam- 
pl of bipar rtisan coupe ration at a time when 
fie American people most expect it. I thank 
members of both parties and both Houses 
for their efforts to advance this important 
legislation. 


Remarks to the Conservative 
Political Action Conference 
February 8, 2008 


The President. Thank you all. Good 
morning. Thank you all very much. I thank 
you for coming. I apologize to my friend; he 
likes to sleep in. [L aughte or | 

[ really do want to thank you all for adjust- 
ing the schedule. Right after the speech, I’m 
going to get on an airplane and fly to Ten- 
nessee. I'll be taking the prayers of the Amer- 
ican people to those who suffered from the 
devastating tornadoes. 

Mr. Leader, thank you for that introduc- 
tion, and I appreciate your outstanding lead- 
ership in the United States Senate. You 
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know, Mr. Leader, I used to think that lead- 
ing a group of strong-willed Senators was one 
of the toughest jobs in the country. I may 
have found one even tougher one 
the bride. You know, I told Laura I was going 
to say that, and she said, well, you might add 
another one: to the 
Laughter] 


son-in-law President. 

I thank you for the invitation. | appreciate 
the fact that you’ve invited our canctidaies 
to your forum, and thank you for t! 
them. 


1e hearing 


you gave These are good abv 


people. And | appreciate the fact you invited 
President Cheney here. He 
President in history. 


Vice 
Vice 


is the best 
Mother may have 
a different opinion. [Laughter] But don’t tell 
her I said this, but my opinion is the one 
that counts. 

Since I spoke with you last, some things 
have changed. It seems like my hair is little 
grayer. [Laughter] And my joke s are a little 
older. And some say my speeches are a little 
windier. Some things haven’t changed: the 
principles I believe in and my deep, abiding 
faith in the American people. 

It just doesn’t seem all that long ago that 
David invited me but it’s been about 
And during that time, 
together, and we have advanced a philosophy 
of freedom and responsibility that’s made our 
Nation a better place and a stronger place. 
And today I want to talk to you about what 
you and I have achieved together, what it 
tells us about the stakes in the year ahead, 
and why it is so important that we keep the 
White House in 2008. 

I thank the leader, David Keene. 
good guy. You know, this is the 35th—yes— 
anniversary, which means he started the deal 
when he was 15. [Laughter] At least that’s 
what he claims. [Laughter] But thank you for 
your leadership. I thank you for your board. 
I've got a lot of friends up here at the head 
table and a lot of friends in the audience, 
and I really do appreciate what you've done. 

Audience member. We love you, George. 

The President. Well, thank you. 

A lot has happened over 8 years—that was 
the last time | spoke to you, was 8 years ago. 
And we've seen vigorous debates, a lot of de- 
bates on nearly every conceivable issue, mat- 
ters that affected the prosperity and peace. 


here, 


7 vears. we have stood 


He's a 
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Our views are grounded in timeless truths. 
During these debates, we stuck to timeless 
truths. We that the most reliable 
guide for our country is the collective wisdom 
of ordinary citizens. We believe our culture 
benefits from a diversity of faith, a respect 
for values, and the guidance of a higher 
power. We believe in personal responsibility. 
We believe in the universality of freedom. 
We believe our Nation has the right to de- 
fend itself, even if sometimes others dis- 
agree. And we believe America 
force of good in our world. 


believe 


remains a 


There’s another philosophy, and it’s ad- 
vanced by decent people who see the world 
differe ntly. They tend to think Washington 
has the answers to our proble ms. They tend 
to believe our country only succeeds under 
the expansive Federal Government. They 
tend to be suspicious of America’s exercise 
of global leadership, unless, of course, we get 
a permission slip from international organiza- 
tions. [Laughter] 

Over the past 7 years, we have engaged 
this opposition with a cle “ar nee consistent 
philosophy. We didn’t take polls to decide 
what to say. We didn’t seek the advice of 
editorial pages to decide what to think. And 
we darn sure didn’t seek the approval 
groups like CODEPINK and MoveOn.org 
before deciding what to do. 

We applied our philosophy on issues relat- 
ing to economic prosperity. When I took of- 
fice, we inherited a recession, and then we 
acted. We were guided by this principle: The 
best way to help our economy grow is to leave 
money in the hands of those responsible for 
our prosperity. That, of course, would be the 
American people. And so with your support, 
we passe -d one of the |: irgest tax cuts in Amer- 
ican history, and then we cut taxes again. In 
all, we de livere d nearly $2 trillion in tax relief 
over the past 7 years. 

Our critics wanted a different approach. 
They believed that the best way to keep the 
economy—to help the economy was to keep 
taxes in W ashington and e xpand the size and 
scope of the F ederal Government. 

Audience members. Boo-o-o! 

The President. One columnist 
this—one columnist said this: “Tax cuts—any 
tax cuts—are the wrong way to go.” A promi- 
nent newspaper said my administration was 


wrote 
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Democratically controlled Congress, at the 
end of last year, cut spending plans by bil- 
lions of dollars. Last week, I proposed a 
budget that terminates or substantially re- 
duces 151 wasteful or bloated programs. 
Thos programs total more than $18 billion. 
And if Congress sends me appropriations 
bills that exceed the reasonable limits I have 
set, I will veto the bills. 

Last month, I issued an Executive order 
that directs Federal Agencies to ignore any 
future earmark that is not actually voted on 
by the United States Congress. This Execu- 
tive order will extend beyond my Presidency; 
it will stay in effect unless revoked by a future 

principles bust. It is President. What that means is, any President 

vth. It stimulates business investment who wants to return to the old ways of unac- 

yuts monev it he h is O nel countable and wasteful spending will get to 

1sumers do so publicly. And if that happens, that 

longer run, the be vay to make President will have some explaining to do. 

our econon mtinues to grow is In the long run, you and I know the great- 

st threat to our fiscal health is the 

unsustainable growth of entitlement spend- 

ing. We all know the painful choices ahead 

f America stays on this path: massive tax in- 

1 tax increas t if they hav creases, sudden and drastic cuts in benefits, 

million Am« in taxpay would _ or crippling deficits. I have laid out specific 

proposals to reform and strengthen these 
programs. 

On Social Security, I took the issue head 

on. That’s what you expect a President to do. 

I proposed a way to make this program sol- 

is, Wash- vent without raising taxes and with personal 

cl our money. One saving accounts that will give individuals 

ings I have done is I have set prior more control over their retirement savings. 


l + \ 
ities. And you must understand my passion On Medicare and Medicaid, I sent Con- 


bout protecting Am 1. My number-one’ gress a budget this week that saves nearly 


rity is to protect yo id after 9/11, we $200 billion over the next 5 years. I hear all 
substantially increased spending on de the talk from the other side on Capitol Hill 
intelligence, and homeland security about fiscal responsibility, but they haven't 
continue to provide for our put any of their ideas on the table for pro- 
will make sure the men and grams. It is time to stop talking; it is time 
have the best for them to stop acting and not pass these 
-d to do their problems on to future Congresses and future 

generations. 
to make sure On matters relating to our economy, our 
ve hold the line on s} ling in other areas. record is clear. You and I succeeded in cut- 
For 5 years in a row, my budget requests _ ting taxes. We're reducing wasteful spending. 
have ke pt the growth of nonsecurity discre On these issues, both sides have made their 

d I 


tionary spending below the rate of inflation. case. The results are in, and they are proving 
I set clear spending limits, told the Congress us right. 


I was going to veto them if they—veto bills We applied our philosophy to questions af- 
if they exceeded those spending limits. The fecting the moral fabric of our Nation. We 
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believe that all human life is precious and 
deserves to be protected. In 2001, I had a 


grave decision to make on the question of 


embryonic stem cell research. I believed we 
could empower scientists and researchers to 
discover cures for terrible diseases without 
crossing a moral line. So I authorized re- 
search on existing stem cell lines and stood 
against any effort to use Federal tax dollars 
to support the destruction of human life. 

Our critics had different They 
thought my defense of life was shortsighted 
and harmful. When I vetoed two bills that 


sought to use tax dollars to destroy human 


view 


embryos, some academics described my posi- 
tion as ridiculous and scientifically naive. 
One publication predicted our plan would 
not hold up over the long haul. 

Then last November, scientists announced 
a landmark achievement. They found a way 
to reprogram adult skin cells to act like em- 
bryonic stem cells. This discovery has the po- 
tential to end the divisive debate over stem 
cell research. It will allow us to expand the 
frontiers of medicine while maintaining a cul- 
ture of life. will in- 
crease funds for this type of ethical research. 
And I will continue to push for a ban on 
the buying, selling, 
human life. 

When I took office, our society was grap- 
pling with a troubling rate of drug use among 
our children. A new generation of young peo- 
ple was 


In the coming year, we 


patenting, or 


in danger of being swept up in a 
cycle of addiction and crime and hopeless- 
ness. We believe people should be held re- 
sponsible for their actions, and we know that 
people can change their behavior. Sometimes 
all it takes is the help of a loving soul, some- 
body who puts their arm around a troubled 
person and says, 
We also know that 

Audience member. {Inaudible 

The President. My soul is not that trou- 
bled, but thank you. 

We also know that the drug crisis requires 
us to reduce both supply and demand. And 
so in 2002, I set our country on an ambitious 


I love you; can I help you?” 


goal to cut drug use among young people 
by 25 percent over 5 years. Critics didn’t 
think that was possible. Some thought the 
drug war had already failed. Some 
focused too much on interdiction and not 


S said we 


cloning of 
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enough on treatment. An influential maga- 
zine and assorted commentators wanted to 
declare defeat and legalize the drug trade. 
A left-leaning drug prevention group said 
that our aggressive strategy was “very un- 
likely ... to produce any different result than 
we have seen so far. 

We stood our ground. We worked with 
international partners to interdict drugs into 
our country. We increased funds for drug 
treatment programs. We helped move drug 
addicts from a culture of victimization to a 
culture of responsibility. And we have gotten 
results. Since I took office, the overall use 
of illicit drugs by young people has dropped 
24 percent. Marijuana use fell by 25 percent, 
steroid by a third, the use of ecstasy by 54 
percent. Methamphetamine abuse has plum- 
meted by 64 percent since 2001. 

On matters relating to America’s moral 
compass, we have defended human life. We 
promoted strong families. We confronted the 
crippling cycle of drug dependency. We chal- 
lenged the critics, the self- procl uimed_ ex- 
perts, and the status quo. Both sides made 
their case. The results are in, 
proving us right. 

We've 


issues of 


and they're 


also applied our philosophy to 
national security. Six-and-a-half 
years ago, our country faced the worst attack 
in our history. I understood immediately that 
we would have to act boldly to protect the 
American people. So we've gone on the of- 
fense against these extremists. We're staying 
on the offense, and we will not relent until 
we bring them to justice. We recognized that 
this is a war, not just a matter of law enforce- 
ment. We recognize that we're engaged in 
the decisive ideological struggle of our time. 

The first battle in this war against the ex- 
tremists centered on Afghanistan; the 9/11 
attackers had trained and planned in Afghan- 
istan. We believed our military could remove 
the Taliban from power and that we could 
help aid the rise of a stable and democratic 
government. 

Critics had a different view. One commen- 
tator said most Afghans would oppose an 
American invasion and fight the foreign oc- 
cupiers. Another declared, “We're not head- 
ed toward a quagmire; we are already in 
one.” Another commentator scoffed, “Af- 
ghanistan as a democracy? Forget it.” 
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| made up my mind. I listened carefully 
to a lot of folks, and I decided to send more 
troops into Iraq, in a dramatic policy shift. 
And the policy shift has become known as 
the surge 

Our had a different view. They 
looked at rising violence in Iraq and declared 
the war was lost. 


critics 


Audience members. Boo-o-o! 


The President. Some concluded the surge 
had failed even before it had fully begun. 
[wo foreign affairs experts proposed “a well- 
to boost U.S. credibility.” 
We stood our ground, and we’re seeing re- 


managed defeat . 
sults. A year after I ordered the surge of 
forces, high-profile terrorist attacks in Iraq 
ire down, civilian deaths are down, sectarian 
killings are down. U.S. and Iraqi forces have 
captured or killed thousands of extremists in 
lraq, including hundreds of key Al Qaida 
leaders and operatives. There is more work 
to be done. It takes awhile for young democ- 
racies to take root, but reconciliation is taking 
pl .ce. I recognize the progress in Iraq is frag- 
ile, and there’s going to be tough days ahead. 
Yet even the enemy recognizes the progress 
we're being making. They recognize they're 
on the wrong side of events. They are dis- 
heartened. They are demoralized. And they 
will be defeated. 

We can have confidence in Iraq’s ultimate 
the trans- 
formative power of freedom. We believe 

an Almighty God. And a gift of that 
Almighty to every man, woman, and child on 
the face of this Earth is freedom. We have 
seen that free societies become peaceful soci- 
eties. We know that a free Iraq will be a 
friend of America, an ally in this war against 


success because we believe in 


there is 


these extremists, and a source of hope and 
stability in a dangerous part of the world. 
We'll fight the enemy overseas so we do 
not have to face them here at home. And 
as we do so, we must take measures to pro- 
tect America, the homeland. We must give 
our intelligence officials the tools they need 
to uncover terrorist plots and prevent new 
attacks. And one of the most important tools 
is the ability to monitor terrorist communica- 
tions. My most important job is to protect 
the American people. In order to do that job, 
we need to know who the terrorists are talk- 
ing to; we need to know wiiat they're saying; 
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we need to know what they're planning. So 
Protect America Act. 
modernized an outdated surveil- 


Congress passed the 
This law 
lance law and closed dangerous gaps in our 
intelligence 

Now, critics had a different view. One lib- 
eral interest group called the law an end run 
around the Others falsely 
claimed law enforcement officials wanted to 
spy on Americans. Still another summed up 
the initiative as “a groupthink travesty.” 

We countered these critics, and we stood 
our ground. Our ability to monitor the com- 
munications of terrorists overseas has helped 


Constitution. 


us gain crucial elements on terrorist cells and 
helped keep our country safe. The Protect 
America Act is working. The problem is that 
Congress set the law to expire 1 week from 
I don’t think the Al Qaida threat 
is going to expire 1 week from tomorrow. 
[Laughter| Congress must ensure the flow 
of vital intelligence is not disrupted. Con- 
gress must pass liability protection for com- 
panies believed to have assisted in the efforts 
to defend America. The time for temporary 
fixes has ended. Congress must pass this law, 
and they must pass it now. 


tomorrow. 


On matters of war and peace have 
taken the and 
we are defending our people here at home. 
We're standing with new partners in Afghani- 
stan and Iraq to help them build free nations. 
We refused to yield when the 
tough. And when the history of our 
is written, it will show that we were right. 

We will face other challenges ahead that 
will require new energy and, before long, 
new leadership. I’m absolutely confident, 
with your help, we will elect a President who 
shares our principles. As we take on the chal- 
lenges, we must be guided by the philosophy 
that has brought us success. Our policies are 
working. The American people support our 
points of view. They share our philosophy. 

And consider our advantage on other great 
questions before us. On health care, one side 
says we should expand the Federal Govern- 
ment’s control over your private medicine. 
You and I say we should expand access to 
health care, empower consumers to make 
choices, and ensure that medical decisions 
are left in the hands of patients and their 
doctors. 


fight to our enemies abroad. 
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On education. one side says we 


should 
spend your tax dollars without measuring 
whether or not our children are actually 
learning to read and write and add and sub- 
tract. You and I believe in accountability. We 
believe parents should have more options, 
and we believe liberating children from 
failing public schools. 

On the rights of the unborn, the most vul- 
nerable among us, one side supports abortion 
on demand. You and I believe in the worth 
of every human being, the matchless joy of 
adoption, and the right to life. 

On the Federal judiciary, one side says we 
should confirm judges who believe in the 

‘living Constitution,” which basically means 


they can make up laws as they go along. | 


say we need judges who respect our values, 
do not follow the political winds, and revere 
the plain meaning of our Constitution. We 
need more judges like John Roberts and Sam 
Alito. 

On America’s role in the world, some be- 
lieve that our Nation is often the cause of 
global turmoil, a mentality once called 
“blame America first.” You and I believe that 
America is a leading light, a guiding star, and 
the greatest nation on the face of the Earth. 

You see, I know of America’s greatness be- 
cause I get to see it up close, and it is a 
privilege to see it up close. it in the 
footsoldiers in the armies of compassion, who 
perform acts of kindness and hope every sin- 
gle day. it in the courage of ordin: ary 
citizens like those who rushed toward danger 
when the Twin Towers fell and our Pentagon 
burned. I see it with military families who've 
lost loved ones, and every time, I come away 
moved and inspired by their valor, their grit, 
their pride, and their love of country. I see 
it when I exchange salutes with the finest 
young men and women our country has ever 
known. These Americans give me endless op- 
timism about our future, and they have made 
my Presidency a joyous experience. 

‘You know, since I’ve come to W ashington, 
I've been reading a lot of history. Laura notes 
it’s probably because I’m making up for lost 
time. |[Laughter| Over the past few years, I’ve 
read three books on George Washington, or 
as I call him, the “original George W.” 

It is interesting to me that they are still 
analyzing the record of our first President. 
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for victory, and keep the White House in 
2008 


God bless you, and God bless America. 


The President spoke at 7:21 a.m. at the 
Shoreham Hotel. In his remarks, he re- 
ferred to David A. Keene, chairman, American 
Conservative 


NOTI 


Omni 


Union Foundation and Conservative 
Political Action Conference; and President Hamid 
Karzai of He also referred to H.R. 


5140 and Executive Order 13457. 


Atghanistan 


Remarks Following a Briefing on 
Regional Tornado Damage in 
Lafayette, Tennessee 


February 8, 2008 


Listen, I want to thank you for the briefing. 
People have got to understand here in the 
region that a lot of folks around America care 
for them now. And I’m here to listen, to de- 
termine—to make sure that the Federal re- 
sponse is compassionate and effective. I don’t 
want people to think something is going to 
happen that’s not going to happen. And 
therefore, when we say something is going 


to happen to help them get their feet back 


on the ground, it will happen. 

Secondly, I am here to thank the people 
that will provide the compassion for people 
who hurt. I notice we’ve got the Red Cross 
sitting over there. They're good responders. 
They respond to help people in need. 

Thirdly, I will make it clear to people here 
that I have no doubt in my mind this commu- 
will come back better than before. 
Macon County people are down-to-earth, 


nity 


hard-working, God-fearing people, who, if 


just given a little help, will come back strong- 
er 

And that’s what—and so I want to thank 
you all for the briefing. Governor, again, 
thank you for being here. Appreciate the 
Senators and Congressmen joining us too. 


Note: The President spoke at 10:12 a.m. at the 
Lafayette Fire Department’s Atwell & Scruggs 
Fire Station. In his remarks, he referred to Gov. 
Phil Bredesen of Tennessee. 
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Remarks Following a Tour of 
Tornado Damage in Lafayette 
February 8, 2008 


The President. Phil and June Spears have 
just—I looked in their eyes and saw incred- 
ible sadness and worry. 

Phil Spears. It’s true. 

The President. And I know the Governor 
joins me in sharing our concerns with you. 
But I hope a couple of things become evident 
to you. One, there’s a lot of pe ople who care 
about you, total strangers showing up here 
in this community to help you get back on 
your feet. 

And the Government has got a role to play. 
And I want to thank the Senators and Con- 
gressmen for being here, because they know 
that there is programs available for you. And 
one of the things the people have got to do 
is call a phone number. Life has been turned 
upside down here. If you’ve been affected, 
you — to call 1-800-621—3362—1-—800- 
621-3362. And that’s where you can find out 
the he “ that is available. 

What hi: appene -d is, is that the Governor 
and his team quickly moved as this storm 
moved through this—moved through the 
State of Tennessee, and he made an assess- 
ment, and he sent the paperwork up to me. 
And because he moved quickly, I was able 
to sign a disaster declaration that then frees 
help. And so we want the folks to know that 
there is help from the Federal Government, 
and he can get the number I just outlined. 
But there’s also going to be a lot of help from 
loving ye, Sapa 

And we're sorry you're going through what 
you're going through. You know, life some- 
times is unfair, and you don’t get to play the 
hand that you wanted to play. 

Mr. Spears. That’s true. 

The President. But the question is, when 
you get dealt the hand, how do you pla vy it? 


And I’ve come away with this impression of 


the folks in Macon County: One, they're 
down-to-earth, good, hard-working people. 
They have a respect for the Almighty. And 
this community is going to be as strong as 
ever. That’s what I think. 

Mr. Spears. Yes, sir. 

The President. 1 bet you feel the 
way. 


same 
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Mr. Spears. Yes, sir. If it wasn’t for my 
friends, I don’t know what I'd do. 

The President. 
you got 


And you re going to find 


some new friends showing up 
too—— 

Mr. Spears. Appreciate it. 

The President. ——people you've never 
heard of, they don’t know who you are, total 
strangers. But when they know there’s a 
neighbor in need, they'll come and help you. 

And I appreciate you giving me a chance 
to come by, and I know the folks traveling 
with me appreciate. We're so sorry you're 
going through what you're going through, but 
there’s he Ip, and that’s what you've got to 
know. 

Anyway, God bless. Thank you. 

June Spears. Appreciate it. 

Mr. Spears. Thank you. 

The President. Yes. H: ing in there, broth- 
er. 
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Digest of Other 
White House Announcements 





The following list includes the President’s public 
schedule and other items of general interest an- 
nounced by the Office of the Press Secretary and 
not included elsewhere in this issue. 





February 2 


In the morning, at Camp David, MD, the 
President had an intelligence briefing. 


February 3 


In the afternoon, the President and Mrs. 
Bush returned to Washington, DC. 


February 4 


In the morning, the President had an intel- 
ligence briefing. Later, he had a telephone 
conversation with Prime Minister-elect 
Samak Sundaravej of Thailand to congratu- 
late him on his appointment. He then had 
separate telephone conversations with New 
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The President announced his intention to 
nominate Ralph E. Martinez to be a member 
yf the Foreign Claims Settlement Commis- 


sion 


February 7 

In the morning, the President had an intel- 
ligence briefing. 

The White House announced that due to 
the President’s travel to Tennessee on Fri- 
day, he will now welcome President Amadou 
Toumani Toure of Mali to the White House 
on February 12. 

The White House announced that the 
President will welcome Prime Minister Don- 
ald Tusk of Poland to the White House on 
March 10. 

The President declared a major disaster in 
Arkansas and ordered Federal aid to supple- 
ment State and local recovery efforts in the 
area struck by severe storms, tornadoes, and 


flooding beginning on February 5 and con- 


tinuing 

The President declared a major disaster in 
rennessee and ordered Federal aid to sup- 
plement State and local recovery efforts in 
the area struck by severe storms, tornadoes, 
straight-line winds, and flooding from Feb- 
ruary 5-6. 


February 8 

In the morning, the President had an intel- 
ligence briefing. Later, he traveled to Nash- 
ville, TN, where, upon arrival, he met with 
Wilson County Emergency Management 
employee David Harmon, who rescued an 
11-month-old baby after the February 5 tor- 
nadoes ‘ 

Later in the morning, the President trav- 
eled to Lafayette, TN. While en route aboard 
Marine One, he, Governor Phil Bredesen of 
Tennessee, and Federal Emergency Man- 
Agency Administrator R. David 
Paulison took an aerial tour of the areas dam- 
aged by the February 5 tornadoes. 

In the afternoon, the President traveled to 
Camp David, MD. 

The White House announced that the 
President and Mrs. Bush will host Prime 
Minister Anders Fogh Rasmussen of Den- 
mark and his wife, Anne-Mette Rasmussen, 
at the Bush Ranch in Crawford, TX, on Feb- 
ruary 29 and March 1. 


agement 
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The White House announced that the 
President will welcome President Mikheil 
Saakashvili of Georgia to Washington on 
March 19. 





Nominations 





The following list does not include promotions of 


members of the Uniformed Services, nominations 
to the Service Academies, or nominations of For- 
eign Service officers 


Submitted February 5 


Clyde R. Cook, Jr., 

of North Carolina, to be U.S. Marshal for 
the Eastern District of North Carolina for 
the term of 4 years, vice Charles R. Reavis. 


Hugo Llorens, 

of Florida, a career member of the Senior 
Foreign Service, class of Minister-Counselor, 
to be Ambassador Extraordinary and Pleni- 
potentiary of the United States of America 
to the Republic of Honduras. 


Marianne Matuzic Myles, 

of New York, a career member of the Senior 
Foreign Service, class of Minister-Counselor, 
to be Ambassador Extraordinary and Pleni- 
potentiary of the United States of America 
to the Republic of Cape Verde. 


Submitted February 6 


Ralph E. Martinez, 

of Florida, to be a member of the Foreign 
Claims Settlement the 
United States for a term expiring September 
30, 2010, vice Laramie Faith McNamara. 


Commission of 


Susan D. Peppler, 


of California, to be an Assistant Secretary of 


Housing and Urban Development, vice Pam- 
ela Hughes Patenaude. 


Linda Thomas-Greenfield, 


of Louisiana, a career member of the Senior 


Foreign Service, class of Minister-Counselor, 
to be Ambassador Extraordinary and Pleni- 
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potentiary of the United States of America 
to the Republic of Liberia. 


Withdrawn February 7 


Paul De vamp, 

of Virginia, to be Administrator of the Wage 
and Hour Division, Department of Labor, 
vice Tammy Dee McCutchen, resigned, 
which was sent to the Senate on January 9, 
2007. 





Checklist 


of White House Press Releases 





The following list contains releases of the Office 
of the Press Secretary that are neither printed as 


items nor covered by entries in the Digest of 
Other White House Announcements. 





Released February 4 


Transcript of a press briefing by Office of 
Management and Budget Director James A. 
Nussle 


Transcript of remarks by National Security 
Adviser Stephen J. Hadley at Carnegie En- 
dowment for International Peace *® 


Statement by the Press Secretary on the ter- 
rorist attack in Dimona, Israel 


Fact sheet: The President’s FY09 Budget 
Released February 5 


Transcript of a press briefing by Press Sec- 
retary Dana Perino 


Statement by the Press Secretary on the situ- 
ation in Burma 


Statement by the Press Secretary announcing 
that the President signed H.R. 3432 
Statement by the Press Secretary on disaster 
assistance to Missouri 

Released February 6 

Transcript of a press briefing by Deputy 


Press Secretary Tony Fratto 


* This transcript was released by the Office of 
the Press Secretary on February 5. 
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Excerpts of the President's remarks to the 
Conservative Political Action Conference 


Released February 8 


lranscript of a press gaggle by Deputy Press 


SS Ss 
Secretary Scott M. Stanzel 
Statement by 
Prime Minister Anders Fogh Rasmussen of 
Denmark 


the Press Secretary: Visit of 


Statement by the Press Secretary: Visit of 
President Mikheil Saakashvili of Georgia 





Acts Approved 
by the President 


Approved February 5 


H.R. 3432 / Public Law 110-183 
Commission on the Abolition of the Trans- 
atlantic Slave Trade Act 


Approved February 6 


S.2110 / Public Law 110-184 

lo designate the facility of the United States 
Postal Service located at 427 North Street 
in Taft, California, as the “Larry S. Pierce 
Post Office” 
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